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STATUS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  GAME  COMMISSIONERS’ 
LAND  PURCHASE  PROGRAM 

liV  \V.  (iAKD.  CuXKl.IX. 

( liiif  of  1hc  liurcau  of  Refufies  and  Landx 


One  Year’s  Accomplishment 

111  aceordanee  ^vitll  a jiolicy  adoitted  a year  ayo,  the  Hoard  of  (iaiiie 
Commissioners  now  submits  to  the  sportsmen  of  the  Comnionwealtli  tlie 
second  of  a series  of  pampldcds  intendetl  to  keej)  tliem  informed  of  tlie 
|irogress  beiny  made  in  purchasing-  lands  for  yame  refuji'e  and  judilic 
luintino-  yround  purposes.  Tlie  lands  are  purchased  from  the  increase 
of  seventy-tive  cents  to  the  resitlent  hunter's  license  provided  by  the 
Ceneral  Assembly  in  IhdT.  and  are  permanently  set  asiile  for  the  sports- 
men's use.  Till'  first  iianijihlet  was  jiublished  under  date  of  (tctober 
M.  Ihllb.  and  at  that  tiim*  a total  of  acres  had  been  conveyed 

to  the  Commonwealth.  They  were  distrilnited  in  twenty-three  counties 
and  included  within  twenty-tAvo  blocks  of  State  Game  Lands.  In  ad- 
dition SD.h.sti.S  acres  Avere  under  contract  for  purchase. 

Duriny  the  year  covered  by  this  second  jiamphlet  title's  for  (il.HTT.U 
acres  Avere  conveyed,  makiii'i-  a total  of  iMl.Obd.l  acres,  distributed 
throuo'h  tAventy-eiyht  counties  and  included  AA'ithin  thirty-three  blocks 
of  State  Game  Lands.  The  Hoard  at  various  meetings  during  the  year 
approved  additional  ]iurchases  and  at  this  AAriting  approximately  84.- 
14.')  acres  are  under  contract  for  purchase.  Titles  for  the  many  tracts 
under  contract  are  lieiug  conveyed  as  rapidly  as  they  are  found  to  be 
in  acceptable  condition,  and  as  lioiiudary  surviws  are  completed. 

The  largest  and  most  inqiortaiit  land  deal  ever  entered  into  by  the 
Hoard  of  Game  Gommissioners  Avas  one  negotiated  .I'ointly  Avith  the 
Department  of  Forests  and  \Yaters  for  123.2.')b  acres  of  mountain  lands 
oAvned  by  the  Central  Pennsylvania  Lumber  Company.  This  area  Avas 
made  up  of  numerous  tracts  distributed  in  ten  counties.  Negotiations 
were  cai-ried  on  for  more  than  a year  and  in  January,  IbJt),  culminated 
ill  the  Dame  Commissioners  contracting  to  luirchase  51,845  acres,  and 
the  Dejiartment  of  Forests  and  Waters  71,411  acres,  at  an  average 
ju'ice  of  Tlie  agreed  juirchase  price  Avas  considerably  beloAv  the 

Aalue  placed  on  the  lands  by  the  Central  Pennsylvania  Lumber  Com- 
pany  accoi'diiig  to  their  oavu  valuation  recoi-ds.  i\Iany  of  the  tracts 
have  large  ipiantities  of  merchantable  tindier.  much  of  it  beech  so  valu- 
idile  to  game  because  of  the  nuts  produced,  and  this  timber  becomes  the 


linipeny  of  ilu'  roiniiioinvoaltii.  The  value  of  sueh  Traels  is  above  the 
eontract  ])rie('.  Oilier  traels,  1o  the  contrary,  are  covered  only  with 
lirush  and  have  a value  lu'low  ifd.OO  ]H'r  acre.  'Die  deal  was,  of  conrsiv 
advantapeons  to  the  Oenti'al  Pennsylvania  Lninher  (’oinpany  since  it 
is  the  company  's  desire  to  dispose  of  its  holdings  as  raihdly  as  ])ossihlc. 

( 'ertainly  it  Avas  decidedly  advantag’cons  to  the  ( 'oinmoinvealth,  and 
particularly  the  sportsmen  of  the  State,  for  every  acre  is  good  game 
territory  as  avcII  as  jirodnctive  timber  lands.  ]fy  contracting  the  ])nr- 
ehase  at  one  time  it  is  estimated  the  Oame  ( ‘ommissioners  saved  about 
S-1:0,000.  The  commissioners  are  Avell  ]ileased  Avith  the  deal,  and  there 
is  cA’cry  reason  to  believe  that  sportsmen  avIio  have  knoAvledge  of  the 
seA'eral  blocks  of  land  involved  are  likcAvise  pleased. 

Available  Funds  Obligated 

Since  the  license  increase  became  effective,  the  commissioners  have 
alloted  ajiproximately  $-<'0,000  each  year  for  the  ]inrchase  of  lands. 
The  budget  year  begins  dune  1st  and  ends  ]\lay  hist.  For  the  iiresent 
hndgi't  yi'ar  (iraet ii-ally  all  availahh'  funds  are  oliligati'd  to  cover  con- 
traets  nunh'.  and  it  is  donhtfnl  Avhether  any  ncAV  purchase  contracts 
Avill  be  mitered  into  until  after  .Inne  1.  l!i:ll.  In  the  im'antime  nego- 
tiations for  fntnri'  pnrehases  continue,  hut  options  are  taken  Avith  the 
nndm-standing  that  tlu'y  mssl  not  he  acted  on  by  the  Hoard  until  their 
first  (piarterly  meeting  of  the  misning  budget  year,  Avhieh  Avill  jirobably 
be  in  duly. 

Distribution  of  Holdings 

It  is  the  Hoard's  wish  to  aeipiire  State  (iaini'  Hands  in  as  many 
eoiinties  as  possilih'.  hut.  unfortunately,  thm’c  are  a number  of  coun- 
ties Avheri'  suitable  areas  ai'i'  not  availahh'.  and  others  Avherc  only 
small  blocks  can  he  ohtaimal  <it  I’casonahle  prices.  Th(>  hulk  of  Ioav- 
|iriced  lands,  such  as  the  Hoard  is  in  a position  to  buy  and  Avhich,  for- 
tunately, furnish  best  hunting,  is  in  the  mountainous  sections.  By 
far  till'  largest  proportion  of  the  Hoard  of  Game  Gommissioncrs ’ hold- 
ings Avill,  in  conse(pienc(‘,  be  found  in  those  sections. 

'rile  area  of  land  jinrchased.  as  Avell  as  that  nndei’  conti'act  for  pur- 
chase. in  the  I'csjiective  counties  is  indicated  on  the  acconpianying  map 
of  the  Htate.  LikcAvise  the  area  of  each  of  tlie  three  game  jiropagation 
farms  is  shoAvn.  'Phis  majj,  it  is  thought,  presents  a clearer  picture  of 
Avhere  lands  are  being  acqniretl  than  might  be  obtained  from  the  tabu- 
lations printed  herein. 

Boundary  Lines 

The  boundary  lines  of  each  jiurchase  must  be  determined  before  title 
jiasses  to  the  Commonwealth.  This  necessitates  surveying  a great 
many  miles  of  lines  through  Avoods  and  brush,  for  AAdiieh  purpose  a 

[d] 


(Hl’CCtiiig'  oiig'ineor  and  t^v()  iiald  surveyors  ari'  regularly  ein|)loyed. 
Oilier  surveyors  are  (unployed  on  a ])er  diem  liasis  as  laMjuiri'd.  Alter 
llie  piii'cliase  of  a liloek  of  lauds.  usuall.\'  made*  up  ot  a uuuiher  of  se]i- 
arate  jiureliases,  is  eoiuplided,  the  outside  lines  ot  the  hloek'  art*  cut 
o]ien  and  ])osted.  Posters  now  used  art*  of  metal,  oval  sliapetl,  vith  a 
red  baekg'rouml  l)(*aring  au  inseri|)tit)n  in  vliilt*  lettt'rs,  ‘•Pidilie  riuut- 
ino- Groiuids — Ptuimlai-v  Pines — State  (lame  ( 'ommi.ssiou.  ” Pouudarv 
lines  noAv  maintaiu(*il  aggri'gate  api)roximati“l.\'  7l’d  miles.  They  art* 
mowed  annually  so  that  they  can  readily  he  fouml  at  any  time  in  the 
future. 

State  Game  Lands — Conveyance  Completed 


The  various  tracts  of  land  aequiretl  in  out*  locality  an*  considered  a 
block  of  State  (lame  Lands  and  given  a serial  numbt*)-.  This  number 
corres])onds  to  that  of  the  game  refuge  alrt*atly  t*stablisheil  theri*t)n  or 
later  to  be  created.  Since  twt*nty  jtrimary  refuges  art*  locat(*d  on  State 
P''orests  and  one  on  b*as(*d  lands,  twenty-one  gaps  appear  in  serial 
numbers  of  State  (laim*  Lands.  This  will  be  noted  in  tin*  accomjian.v- 
ing  Table  Xnmber  1 Avh(*rein  is  listed  the  ar(*a  of  lands  foi-  which 
titles  have  been  conv(*y(*d  to  the  ( 'ommonwealth.  S(*parate  columns 
have  been  provid(*d  to  show  the  areas  actpiired  indoi'  to  tin*  lieens<* 
increase  in  19d7,  those  ac(piir(*d  since  the  increase  beeame  effective, 
and  the  total  at  this  writing. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  considerably  more  than  half  of  the  ])resent 
acquired  area  came  into  possession  of  the  Commonwealth  sinci*  the  in- 
crease. Also,  that  funds  are  available  and  contracts  (*ntered  into  for 
84,1-15  acres  adilitional. 

The  number  of  acres  ac(pured  each  year  since  the  (len(*ral  As,sembl,\' 
in  1919  graiited  tlie  Hoard  of  (lame  ( ’ommissioners  aidhority  to  pur- 
chase lands  may  lx*  of  interest.  The  statenuud  follows: 

Calciular  year 
Calendar  year 
Calendar  year 
Fiscal  year 
Fiscal  year 
Fi.scal  year 
Fiscal  year 
Fiscal  year 
Fiscal  year 
Fiscal  year 

Five  niontlis  of  liscal  vear  lO.'iO-'il 


1020 

I'C’l 

’Vs, 4i  11. (id  Acre.s 

lSt2'' 

5,291.40  Acre.s 

11)2.1-24  

li)24-2.j  

11,780.41  Acres 

10.S*’7  21  Acres 

1 925-2(5  _ . _ 

1926-2  7 

1027-2S  

9,900  75  Aci-es 

192,S-21)  . 

1929-:!ii  

i9;io-n  

28,144.1  .Vcivs 

17,512.7  .Veres 

Contracted  Purchases 

The  location  and  area  of  lands  now  under  eonti-act  for  pui-chase  is 
given  in  Table  Xnmber  2.  Titles  to  these  ti-acts  are  beiiig  carefully 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
BOARD  OF  GAME  COMMISSIONERS 
BUREAU  OF  REFUGES  S,  LANDS 
OCTOBER  5I,IS50 


NEW  JERSEY 


M'arc.']u‘(l  til  (Ictcnniiif  wlictlii'r  llic  ( ’(iiimiuiiwcaltli  is  safe  in  aecept  iiiji' 
tlicin.  Likewise  siii'veys  of  lioiindary  tines  are  in  |)i’ogress.  The  jnir- 
eliase  of  most  of  the  lanils  listed  will  he  eoin])l(*ted  witidn  the  ni'xt 
six  months  and  they  then  will  he  availahle  foi’  the  henelit  of  the  half 
ndllion  hunters  who  sii|)|ily  the  funds.  Paid  of  the  lands  listi'd  in 
Table  Xiimher  '2  adjoin  iiresmil  holdings,  in  whieh  ease  nd'enmee  to 
that  effeet  is  made,  hnt  the  hulk  of  the  lands  reiiresent  sejiarate  piir- 
(diase  jirojecds. 

The  ojiinion  seems  to  he  general  with  sportsmen  that  the  Hoard  of 
(lame  (Commissioners’  stewardship  ov(*r  the  fund  of  ifitlTH, ()()()  jirovided 
annually  hy  the  lieense  increase  for  the  ])nrcliase  and  maintenance  of 
game  refuges  and  imhlie  hunting  grounds,  has  heeu  decideflly  advan- 
tagi'ous  to  the  hunters  of  the  State,  The  money  is  judiciously  ex- 
|iend(‘d,  evidenced  hy  the  fact  that  since  the  increase  hecame  effective 
a total  of  2(k2,h(iS.S7  acri's  of  good  game  territory  have  been  acipiired 
and  contracted  for. 


TABLE  NO.  1 


STATE  GAME  LANDS 
TITLES  CONVEYED  TO  COMMONWEALTH 

October  31,  19  30 


Serial 

Niiin-  

her 

(if 

I.aiids  Cciuiity 


1:1  Bradford  

Sullivan  

i::  Sullivan  

14  Cameron  

■a  Forest  

Clarion  

•2:1  Elk  

Ld  Bedford  

Blair  

Cambria  

2 s Elk  

Forest  

I 

22  Warren  

.■>11  McKean  

21  .Tefferson  .... 

Centre  

.'•4  ( ■leartield  

Elk  

2.4  Susquehanna 

21;  Bradford  .... 

■27  Tiog-a  

.>  Monroe  

■’fi  Venango  

4‘i  Carbon  

n Bedford  

42  Westmoreland 

4.)  Chester  

Berks  

44  Elk  

.Tefferson  .... 

l.'i  Venango  

Clarion  

42  Lancaster  ... 

47  Venango  

4'  Bedford  


Location  .Vrea  Conveyei.l  (Acres) 


Township 

Prior  to 
IJeeijM' 

] ni-rease 

Since 

License  Total 

Inerea.'e 

Barclav  ainl  

KIkland  an<l  Fox  

7.4!.<‘2.1i 

13.tM0.5  21 .430.4 

I>avid>on,  ('olley  ami  Laporte  .. 

12. .522. 4 

5.404.0  lb.Oln.4 

Shiiipen  

2.703.05  ]l..b^^.2 

0.577.3  ii.577.3 

(1, 2^*8. 55 

130. 0 7. (Ml. 34 

< 

SuillllHThill  

liiKldaml  ami  Spring:  Creek  

tM42.T 

11.142.7 

Cherry  (irovc,  I’leasant  ami 

s.71b  51 

.5.04(1.22 

(1..52.5..S  T1.,>;2.(J2 

Oliver  ami  .Me(  alincmt  

3. 471.  Hit 

Sb.3  3,550.t>0 

IFisli.  'Tavlor  ami  Worth  

^ . 52b . 0 

^.53''.o 

(hrartl  and  C<»vinj:t(.n  

b.''(Xt.O 

s.Hia.u 

<.h-(“at  Hcml,  naktand  ami  New 
Milford  

h, (121. 35 

-Mimroe  and  (»vi  rton  

4,5v).5  4..>s'>.5 

Hichiiiond.  Tiojra  and  MiiMIc- 
hiirv  

3.S50.‘j2  S.  •'56.02 

Foeono.  .Iaek>  n.  Chcsitnut  Hill 
ami  'runkhannoek  

4.425.03  4.425.03 

Vietorv.  Mncral  ami  Irwin  .... 

6 . 2i  )5 . 3>  0 . 2<’i5 . oS 

Kidder  

1.5L^.s  1.54".'' 

Blooiiitield  and  

1 .5i'-".U  1 .50".  0 

St.  Clair  

4.57".0  4.57".0 

Warwick  

9.52.  (J  9.52.0 

Cnion  ami  Rohe.^on  

Ridgway,  Bortlanil  and  Spring 
Creek  

21, 291. S 21. 291. S 

Snvder  

Cranlierry.  Rockland  and  Fine 
On-ve  

2,7911.5  2,790.5 

A.shland  

Clav  

1,643.0  l.tdS.O 

Presitlent  

2,0d0.0  2,9611.0 

I.ondondi  rry  and  Cumbeiianrl 
Valiev  

3,473.5  3,473.5 

[9] 


i'AULK  XO.  1 — ( '(iiitimied 


Si-rial 

Niira- 

IxT 

of 

Lands 

I.o(  ation 

Area  (.’onvcyed  (Acres) 

(.'ininty 

Towiisliij* 

I’rior  to 
License 
increase 

Since 

License 

increase 

Total 

411 

Bedford  

Fulton  



Uiii(»ii  



l,o<W.8 

1,5(^S.S 

jO 

i .4M.7 

1,4{>4.7 

ol 

Fayette  

Dimhur,  Wliniioii  ami  ^Stewart  . 

7,lHi.O 

7,iie.o 

lamcaster  

Berks  

Hr«-(.‘kri<M-k  

ratMiiarv<nj  

:,(Bi.y 

1,031.9 

Fiiltuii  

Ayr,  IJckintr  ('r<‘<'k  ami  15t‘Ifa>t 

2,4(ir.'» 

2,4()7.9 

Jefferson  

Flk  

Heath,  P<tlk  and  Snvder  

Sjiriiijr  <'r(M‘k  

8 , 508 . 5 

Columbia  

Fishing  < re(‘k.  Hriar  Crec'k  ami 

1.S<KI.2 

1,800.2 

■lotals  

U'j.fiifi.O:] 

llS,4iL48 

211,004.10 

[10] 


TABLE  XO.  -2 

LANDS  UNDER  CONTRACT  FOR  PURCHASE 
October  31,  19  30 


Location 

I^eiiiarks 

Number  of 
Rurcluoe 

.Vrea 

County 

Township 

Involved 

Jirailfui’d  

irvei'tou  

i.oeated  on  < aliill  Mountain,  Will 
lieeoiiie  part  of  State  i.aine 

o 

047.1 



t^radford  

Overton  ami  Monroe  . 

l.dcatcii  on  Kcllo^^t'  Mountain. 
MilNtoi:e  (’n‘ck  tio\v>  through 
tin-  area.  'To  ticcoiiie  a part  of 
.'<^atr  (dnne  l.and<  No.  ;;n  

- 

2.i,>70.1 

Hradfonl  

liiiielay  

iaa-ated  (»n  l.ong  t'alley  Moun- 
lain.  Seliraiier  Creek  and  Fall 
(reek  tlow  through  the  area. 
To  hceoine  a part  of  State 
( liiitie  1. anils  No.  J(>  

1 

4,230.1 

Tiiiicuiii,  Xockauiixon 

and  Hridgeton  

.tiixiliary  Refuges  Nos.  3 and  1 
Iiiaiiitaiiied  hereon.  Cauffman's 
Hill  hetween  Highway  Routes 
.\o.  JJ  and  No.  I'll.  Main 
-treanis  are  Erwinna  Creek. 
Wild  Cat  Creek,  West  Hraneh 
of  Tinieiini  Creek.  Heaver  Creek 
.•ind  stoyi  1'  Run  

1,551.9 

(Vntre  

Hn>li  and  'raylur  

Idi>t  of  Highway  Route  No. 
and  Mosliannon  Creek.  Wil'^on 
Hnn.  'rrini  Rock  Run  and 
.Mountain  Hraneh  flow  through 

1 

4,027.7 

Clarion  

I'lk,  Heaver  aud  Paint 

(In  Highway  Route  No,  :1'23.  one 
niile  west  of  Shipiienville.  The 
N.  V.  ( . R.  R..  H.  & O.  R.  R. 
and  Deer  Creek  intersect  the 

o 

2,446.1 

Farininkdun  

'I’o  IxH'-onic  part  of  state  Game 
I,an«N  No.  24.  About  12  mile,* 
*'a>t  of  'I'ioiicsta  

1 

165.7 

Columbia  

Catawissa,  Main, 

Heaver.  Mifflin  and 
Hnaring  Oreek  

(In  Catawi'-a  and  Nesc-opeck 
.Munntaiiis.  12  miles  smith  of 
Hlooiii'hiirg.  Auxiliary  Refuge 
No.  24  maintained  hereon  

0,300.4 

KIV  

Hidjrwav  

Orn*  mil.*  north  of  state  Game 
l-and>  .\'o.  44  on  Rock  Run  and 
oiic-half  mile  .•^outh  of  Highway 
Route  No.  21:'  on  Ifirch  Run  ... 

1 

536.1 

Elk  

Siiring  Creek  

tine  mile  ea-t  of  state  (Jaine 
f.aniD  .No.  .'if  and  north  from 

1 

479.0 

and  I ortli  of  National  High- 
way Route  No.  1".  Ad,1oin.< 
state  (dune  Laiuls  No.  .M  nortli- 
ea^t  of  Clialk  Hill  

1 

^2.7 

Huntinprion  .. 

'I'odd  and  Carbon  .... 

One  mile  north  of  Heiiner  on  a 
>l)ur  of  the  Huntingilon-Hroad- 
toi>  Railroad  along  MilU*r  Run. 
ea'tw  aid  a c r o > .v  Hroadtop 

1 

1.103.0 

Jefferson  

.MeCalmont  

.fdioiiiiiig  State  Came  Lands  No. 
:'.l  east  of  Higliway  Route  No. 
nci.  Headwaters  of  Samly  Creek 

n 

2S.S.9 

f n ] 
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County 

Location 

U’ownship 

R’piiia  I'ks 

Number  of 
Purchase 
Contracts 
Involved 

Area 

(Acres) 

f-niieaster  

Caenuii'von  ami  Hreck- 
nock  

Ad.kiins  State  Game  Lauds  No. 
;)2  nortb  of  Highway  Route  No. 

O 

31.6 

l.yeorninfr  .... 

Kriiwii  

(In  T.lk  Run.  Wolf  Run,  Hilborne 
Run  east  of  Village  of  Cedar 
Run.  N.  Y.  C.  R.  R.  tracks  and 
Pine  Creek  adjoin  on  the  west 

4 

8,251.2 

McKean  

I.ibertv  

West  of  Port  Allegany,  south  of 
Highway  Route  No,  59  and  com- 
prises the  entire  watershed  of 
Skinner  Creek  

2 

8,168.1 

McKean  

Hauilin  

Four  miles  northeast  of  Mount 
•lewett  and  Highway  Route  No. 

6 and  east  of  Gaffney  

1 

594.8 

Monroe  

.Tackson  

Will  become  part  of  State  Game 
Lands  No.  38.  Takes  in  Deep 
Lake  and  extends  south  aLng 
eitlier  side  of  Tunkhannock- 
-lackson  Township  line  

1 

415.1 

Potter  

Pike  

'J'wo  miles  north  of  Galeton  on 
Highway  Route  No.  6 and  south 
of  Sunderlinville  

2 

6,910.2 

Potter  

McKean  

Pleasant  Valley  ) 

Annin  \ 

One  mile  north  of  Burtville  and 
Highway  Route  No.  fi  

1 

6,545.03 

Sullivan  

Daviflson  

West  of  Highway  Route  No.  115. 
lirains  west  branch  of  Fishing 
Creek.  Bearwallow  Run  and 
Shingle  Mill  Run  on  North 
Mountain  

1 

10,225.87 

Sullivan  

CoUpv  

Will  become  a part  of  State 
Game  Lands  No.  13  on  north- 
east. Highway  Route  No.  4.87 
cut'-  through  this  tract  north 
of  Ganoga  Lake  

1 

2,782.7 

Sullivan  

Colley  

Three  miles  east  of  Lopez  and 
Highway  Route  No.  487,  drains 
Rocky  Run  and  Pigeon  Run  .. 

6 

1,089.57 

Sullivan  

Collev  

Four  miles  northeast  of  Lopez 
from  Highway  Route  No.  487. 

Last  of  headwaters  of  Pigeon 

Run  1 

2.304.0 

Sii^iiuelianna  . 

Great  Iten'l  

Will  lipcoiiip  a part  of  Statp 
Oaitjp  Laiuls  No.  ?,5  

1 

123.0 



Middlehurv  

Will  become  a part  of  State 
Game  I.ands  No.  .37.  Between 
Crooked  Creek  a n d Tioga 
River,  west  of  Highway  Route 
No.  Ill  and  south  of  Tioga  ... 

1 

238.1 

\'i‘naneo  

Cranberry  

Will  become  a part  of  State 
Game  Lands  No.  45.  North  of 
Highway  Route  No  322  between 
Van  and  Kline  

2 

287.9 

VBiinneo  

Victory  and  Mineral  ... 

Will  become  a part  of  State 
Game  Lands  No.  39.  West  of 
Higliway  Route  No,  8 between 
Pearl  and  Weslev  

3 

404.0 

WvoT'ning  

Fork'ton  and  Koxen  .. 

Known  as  the  Mehoopany  Creek- 
section.  Fast  of  Ricketts  on 
Higliway  Route  No.  4.87.  Just 
west  of  Primary  Refuge  No.  19 

fi 

15.822.7 

Total  

84,144.57 
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